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Christmas or
Holidays?

One of my good friends, Rev. Dr. Larry
Merino, a long time ago, told me an in-
teresting story from his childhood. He
grew up in a Gypsy community in Cali-
fornia. Once a year, the community had
a special feast with a lot of food and
drinks, dancing, and singing. Once, dur-
ing this celebration, Larry asked his fa-
ther: “Dad, what is this celebration
about?” His father thought for a while
and answered: “l don’t know, go and ask your
grandfather.” Larry turned to his grandfather
and asked the same question. The grandfather
also thought for a while and suggested he ask
the great-grandfather. However, the great-
grandfather also couldn’t remember either
what this celebration was about. Nevertheless,
everybody in this community remembered to
celebrate.

This story seemed very strange to me about
20 years ago, but now | have the impression
that our society is very close to a similar situa-
tion, which Pastor Larry experienced in his
childhood in the Gypsy community. | am afraid
that relatively soon our grandchildren will not
know what is actually celebrated at the end of
December and that this lavish celebration ini-
tially was established to honor Christ’s Birth in
Bethlehem. Every year, more and more people
in America wish one another “happy holidays”
instead of “Merry Christmas.” For more and
more people, Christmas has lost its holiness, its
deep meaning, and true content as a church
celebration. More and more, these “holidays”
on the 24th-25th of December have become a
nice family gathering in beautifully decorated
homes, around a richly laid table , with an ex-
change of gifts—almost like any other family

Ziemassvetki vai
brivdienas?

Kads mans labs draugs macitajs Dr. Larry
Merino, man gadus atpakal pastastija
interesantu notikumu no savas bérnibas.
Vin$ uzauga c¢iganu kopiena Kalifornija.
Katru gadu kopiena svinéja Tpasus svétkus
ar daudziem édieniem un dzérieniem,
dejam un dziedasanu. Reiz So svétku laika
Larry jautaja savam tévam: “Tét, kas Sajos
svétkos tiek svinéts?” Vina tévs padomaja
un atbildéja: “Es nezinu, ej un pajauta savam
vectévam.” Larry aizgaja pie vectéva un uzdeva to
pasu jautajumu. ArT vectévs padomaja un ieteica
pajautat vecvectévam. Tomeér ari vecvectévs
nezinaja paskaidrot, ko vini Sajos svetkos svin. Lai
art kopiena nezinaja, kam par godu ir Sie svétki, ta
vienmér atceréjas tos vareni svinét.

Toreiz, pirms apméram 20 gadiem, Sis stasts man
likas visai savads, bet tagad man skiet, ka masu
sabiedriba ir loti tuvu lidzigai situacijai, kadu
macitajs Larry piedzivoja sava bérniba. Dazreiz skiet,
ka salidzinoSi driz misu mazbérni ari vairs nezinas,
kas tad isti decembra beigas tiek svinéts. Vini
nezinas, ka sakotnéji Sie greznie svetki bija
iedibinati, lai godinatu Kristus dzimsanu Betleme.
Katru gadu aizvien vairak cilveku Amerika novél
viens otram "laimigas brivdienas" nevis "priecigus
Ziemassvétkus". Arvien vairak cilveku dzives
Ziemassvétki ka baznicas svinibas ir zaudéjusi savu
sveétumu, savu dzilo jéegu un patieso saturu. Arvien
vairak Sie "svetki" 24.-25. decembrt ir kluvusi par
jaukam gimenes tikSanas reizém skaisti izdekorétas
majas, ap bagatigi klatu galdu, ar davanu apmainu -
gandriz ka jebkuri citi gimenes sveétki.

Ja, tieSam, ko més darisim 24.-25. decembri? Ka
latvieSi, més svinésim Ziemassvétkus. Ja més So
nosaukumu “Ziemassvétki” tiesi tulkotu uz citam
Eiropas valodam, varétu rasties iespaids, ka
svinésana ir veltita ziemai.
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celebration.

Yes, indeed, what are we going to do on the
24th-25th of December? As Latvians, we will cele-
brate Ziemassvétki, which, directly translated,
means “Winter Feast.” In some places during this
time, Latvians practice some old folkloristic or
ethnographic traditions. One of these traditions is
the “Dragging of the block,” where a tree stump is
dragged around the perimeter of the particular
land (some private property or public place) while
chanting ancient songs with the refrain “kaladu,
kaladu.” What this refrain means, no one knows
for sure. Afterwards, the stump is burned. It is
said that the stump has collected all the negative
energy from the given place and, after dragging it,
it is burned to destroy this energy. Do modern
people truly believe it?

Ziemassvetki - “Winter feast” is also about
eating a lot of Latvian piragi (spekarausi, bacon
buns). And almost everybody who has taken part
in a Ziemassveétki celebration together with Latvi-
an friends or relatives has tried “zirnu pikas” -grey
peas with hot bacon and onions, which look like
meatballs but are made from mashed grey peas.
There are, of course, presents, Christmas trees,
Santa, decorations, music, drama, etc. All these
contemporary Christmas traditions originally
came into being to “decorate” the birth of Christ.

Some “decorations” around Christ’s birth can
also be found in the Christmas story in the Bible.
There were angel choirs singing “Gloria in Excel-
sis,” shepherds, animals, and wise men from the
East with their gifts. But all of these “decorations”
have one thing in common: they point to the
Christ-Child in the stable of Bethlehem. The an-
gels are not giving a “choir concert” to lift up the
shepherds’ spirits during the cold night. The wise
men are not tourists who want to travel to an un-
known land or scientists researching a new, previ-
ously unseen star in the sky. They embarked on a
hard journey to find the cause of the new, very

Dazviet latviesi Saja laika praktizé kadas senas
folkloristikas vai etnografiskas tradicijas. Viena no
Sim tradicijam ir "bluka vilkSana", kur koka bluki
velk pa noteikta zemes gabala perimetru
(privatipasuma vai publiskas vietas), dziedot
tautas dziesmas ar piedziedajumu "kaladu,
kaladu". Ko Sis piedziedajuma vards nozime,
neviens 1sti nezina. Péc tam blukis tiek
sadedzinats. Saka, ka tam bija jasavac tas vietas
negativa energija, kura tad tiek iznicinata ugunr,
kopa ar vilkto bluki. Vai musdienu cilvéki patiesi
tam tic?

Ja, Ziemassvétki art kristiga vidé saistas ar
bagatigam maltitém, pieméram, latvieSiem tik
raksturigajiem piragiem, jeb speka rausiem.
Gandriz visi, kas ir piedalijusies Ziemassvéetku
svinibas kopa ar latviesu draugiem vai radiem, ir
nogarsojusi arT “zirnu pikas”, kas izskatas péc
kotletem vai frikadeleém, bet ir pagatavotas no
samaltiem pelékajam zirniem kopa ar speki un
sipoliem. Ziemsvétku svinésana nav iedomajama
bez davanam, bez izrotatas eglites, muzikas,
teatra un, protams, bez Ziemassvétku vecisa.
Kapéc Sis Ziemassvetku tradicijas sava laika ir
radusas? NeapSaubami tapéc, lai greznotu Kristus
dzims$anas svéetkus.

Dazus “rotajumus” ap Kristus dzimSanu var
atrast ari Bibeles Ziemassvéetku stasta. Tur
piedalijas engelu koris dziedot “Gloria in Excelsis”,
parsteigtie gani, dzivnieki kati un ganibas, un
gudrie viri no Austrumiem ar patieSam greznam
davanam. Bet visiem Siem “rotajumiem” ir viena
kopiga iezime: vini norada uz Kristus Bernu
Betlemes stalli. Engeli nedzied “kora koncertu”, lai
paceltu ganu garu aukstaja nakti. Gudrie viri nav
turisti, kas vélas celot uz nezinamu zemi, vai
zinatnieki, kas péta jaunu, ieprieks neredzéetu
zvaigzni debesis. Vini devas grata cela, lai atrastu
jaunas, |oti Tpasas zvaigznes céloni - jaundzimuso
Bérnu. Sie sakotnéjie ”Kristus dzim$anas
rotajumi” batiski atSkiras no musdienu
rotajumiem. Tas ir passaprotami, jo meés tacu
dzivojam 2000 gadus velak. Probléma, vai vismaz
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special star—the newborn child. These “original
decorations” of Christ’s birth are definitely differ-
ent from modern-day decorations. It is very logi-
cal; we live 2000 years later. This is not a prob-
lem. The problem—or at least the question—is:
do our beloved Christmas traditions and decora-
tions point to Christ, or have they obtained their
own, independent meaning and are now self-
sufficient?

During recent decades, the overall atmosphere
in public events and society during Christmas time
has changed a lot. The secularist campaign is mer-
ciless, and its goal is clear: to obliterate Christ
from Christmas. Just last month, the Royal Mail
released its Christmas stamp collection which was
noticeably lacking a Christian theme. Meanwhile,
a number of local councils and shops are putting
up their lights and decorations to celebrate the
dull, obscure, meaningless, and ultimately point-
less “winterval.” Even the very word “Christmas,”
which has the name of Christ at its root, is often
changed to the neutral word “holidays.” But what
is the meaning and cause of these holidays?

During the times of the first Christians, preach-
ing Christ was a stumbling block and foolishness
for some, as Apostle Paul puts it in 1 Corinthians
1:23. Are we today in a similar situation? For what
purpose do we decorate our Christmas trees, light
candles, and exchange presents at Christmas?

It is good to remember the real purpose of the
Christmas celebration and use all the traditions,
decorations, and customs to point towards the
very essence of these holy days: God sending His
Son into our world as a newborn Baby. Let us put
Christ at the center of our Christmas celebration,
not only in our worship services but also in our
homes and families. Christ was born to be at the
center of our lives. Let us remember that and let
us teach this to our children and grandchildren, so
that they understand why we celebrate at Christ-
mas.

jautajums nav par tradicijam un rotajumiem ka
tadiem, bet gan par to, vai misu iemilotas
Ziemassvéetku tradicijas un rotajumi joprojam
norada uz Kristu, vai ari tas viss pastav pats par
sevi, neatkarigi no sakotnéja satura un ir pilnigi
paspietiekams?

Pedéjos gadu desmitos kopéja atmosféra
publiskos pasakumos un sabiedriba Ziemassvéetku
laika ir Joti mainijusies. Sekulara kampana ir
nezéliga, un tas meérkis izskatas skaidrs: izdzést
Kristu no Ziemassvéetkiem. Pieméram, kad Royal
Mail kadu laiku atpaka) izdeva savu Ziemassvétku
pastmarku kolekciju, taja uzkritosi izpalika
jebkada kristiga téma. Ari daudzas vietéjas
pasvaldibas un veikali médz izvietot dazadas
gaisminas un rotajumus, ar kuriem “ziemas laika”
tiek svinéts kaut kas neskaidrs, blavs un galu gala
bezmeérkigs. Pieméram, anglu vai vacu valodas
pasam ziemassveétku nosaukumam centra ir
Kristus vards, tapéc pedéja laika tas biezi tiek
neminéts un aizstats ar tadu neitralu, vienkarsu
vardu -“brivdienas”. Bet kads ir So “brivdienu”
iemesls un saturs?

Agrino kristieSu laika, ka apustulis Pavils raksta
(1.Kor.1:23), Kristus vieniem bija piedauziba, bet
citiem — mulkiba. Vai meés ari Sodien neesam tada
pasa situacija? Kadam noltkam tad Ziemassvétkos
meés rotajam eglites, iededzinam svecites,
davinam davanas, ja Kristus vards vairs pat
pieminéts netiek?

Ir labi atceréties Ziemassvetku svinésanas isto
meérki un tam izmantot visas tradicijas, rotajumus
un parazas. Lai viss, ko més Sajos svetkos daram ir
vérsts uz to patieso butibu: Dievs Savu Délu ir
sutijis pasaulé ka jaundzimusu Bérnu. Liksim pasu
Kristu Ziemassvéetku svintbu centra, ne tikai masu
dievkalpojumos, bet art miisu majas un gimeneés.
Kristus dzimis, lai bGtu misu dzives centra.
Atcerésimies pasi par to un macisim to saviem
bérniem un mazbérniem, lai vini patieSam
saprastu, kapéc un ko més svinam Ziemassvétkos.
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Draudzes prieksnieka raksts

Biezi, S1 gada laika esam dzirdéjusi, ka ir
labak dot neka sanemt. Bibeles Apustulu
darbu gramatas 20. nodala ir rakstits
“Svetigak ir dot neka nemt.” Dievs
mums ir art macijis 1. Pétera vestulé 4.
nodala “Kadu katrs davanu sanémis, ar
to kalpojiet cits citam ka labi dazada vei-
da Dieva Z€élastibas namturi.” Esmu tik lepns par
to, ka negribat dot vienigi $aja laika, bet kalpojiet
un esat devigi visu gadul!

Mums katram Dievs ir davajis dazadas spéjas un
meés katrs dzivojam citos apstaklos. Més varam but
loti lepni, jo daudzi atbalsta musu draudzi un dalas
ar savam davanam. Katrs atbilstosi tam ka
var. Katrs veido musu draudzi stipraku un svétiga-
ku.

Varétu minét daudzus piemeérus. Ta ir misu Da-
mu komiteja, kas nenogurstosi kalpo. Tur ir masu
“klusie” rukisi kas ved draudzes loceklus uz bazni-
cu, uzpase, lai krasns strada, rupejas par slimiem...
un vél un vel... Musu macitajs, kasiere, perminde-
ri, padomes locekli, érgelnieki, tieSraides nodrosi-
nataji, saimnieki. Ir tik daudzi kas kalpo.
Ariiesveétamie dara musu draudzi gaisSaku ar savam
davanam.

Esam pateicigi par finansialo atbalstu, katram péc
vina iespéjam. Musu baznicas €ka nav jauna un
daudzi lieto tas telpas. Més turpinam sacensties,
ne tikai nodrosinat drosibu un értibu, bet ari uzla-
bot lejas telpu, lai draudze var baudit svinibas
mums visiem mila vieta. Laipni lGdzu jums turpinat
atbalstit jo bez ta musu draudze nevar pastavet.

JUs visi esat Dieva davanas un esmu tik pateicigs
par tam davanam ko jus esat devusi jusu drau-
dzei. Paldies! Priecigus Ziemassvéetkus un Laimigu
Jauno Gadu!!!!

Message from the
Congregation’s President

God has gifted each of us with different
abilities and we all live in differing circum-
stances. We can be so proud how many
support our church and share their gifts.
Each in their own way and to their own
abilities. Every gift makes our congrega-
tion stronger.

There are so many examples. Our Women’s Aux-
iliary that works tirelessly. Our quiet “elves” who
bring people to church, make sure the furnace is
working, quietly call and visit the sick...and on and
on. Our pastor, treasurer, perminderi, board
members, organists, livestreamers...there are so
many who serve. Our confirmation class sharing
their gifts that brings a smile to our faces.

There are so many examples. Our Women’s Aux-
iliary that works tirelessly. Our quiet “elves” who
bring people to church, make sure the furnace is
working, quietly call and visit the sick...and on and
on. Our pastor, treasurer, perminderi, board
members, organists, livestreamers...there are so
many who serve. Our confirmation class sharing
their gifts that brings a smile to our faces.

We are grateful for your financial support. Our
church building is not young and requires continual
maintenance. We continue to try to make our
building safer and more comfortable. Many im-
provements are not easily visible. And we are con-
tinuing to improve the lower level so that we can
enjoy church, family and other gatherings. | ask for
your continued financial support without
which our congregation could not exist

| am so thankful for all of you and your gifts
which you have given to our congregation. Thank
you, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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Vards tapa miesa, un katrs top par si
milestibas piedzimsanas brinuma
lidzdalibnieku lidz sai dienai!

Kad Vards tapa miesa Marija,
tad gritniecibas pasas beigas
cel$ uz Betlemi tika mérots éze-
[18a mugura, ka tik biezi maksla
attélots. Ezelitis nesa pasu Die-
va Délu - To, kurs pasaulei at-
jaunoja ceribu un apzinu, ka
Dievs mus nav aizmirsis!
Kad orkana Heléna cietusos
nespéja sasniegt nekadi vismo-
dernakie transporta lidzekli, tad
“Cajun Navy 2016” komanda
brivpratigi devas cela ar éze-
liem!
Tie izmisuSajiem nesa saziedo-
to udeni, partiku, medikamentus, segas, bet pari
visam - ceribu! Milestibas apliecinajumu, ka cietéji
nebija aizmirsti!
Kristus piedzimsanas svétki apliecina, ka Dievs ne-

bija aizmirsis savus apsoliju-
mus milestiba mums atjau-
not ceribu un davinat pesti-
Sanu, atbrivosanu no gréka
un naves varas, - ka art
mieru. Ka véstulé Ebrejiem
lasam: Dievs senlaikos
daudzkart un dazadi caur pra-
viesiem runaju uz téviem, bet
Sajas pédéjas diends vins ir
rundjis uz mums caur Délu.
(Ebr 1:1)
Un Sis Déls, patiess Dievs un
patiess cilveks, tapa miesa
Jézl, majoja cilveku vida un
auga, gandriz vai neieveérots, aizmirsts, kameér Vins
Pats devas pasaulei véstit evangéliju, katru aicinat
un macit, katram apliecinat: Manas avis klausds mana
balsi, es tas pazistu, un tds man seko. Estam dodu mizi-
go dzivibu, vinas nemiZam neies boja,
un neviens tas neizraus no manas ro-
kas...”Es un Tévs, més esam viens!...Ka
Tévs mani ir miléjis, ta Es jiis esmu mi-
Iéjis! Palieciet mana milestiba!” (Jn
10:27-28;30; 15:9)) Sajos nezinas un
bailu, naida, kara pilnos laikos, kaut
meés arf liecinatu: neviens un nekas
mus neizraus no Vina rokam!
Un no Vina miera! Vina miers par-
sp€j cilvéku saprasanu! Vaitas un
Vina iedrosinajums iedvesmo doties
paliga pilnigiem sveSiniekiem Zie-
melkarolina, Florida, Vacijas plidu
cietéjiem, kara apdraudétiem Ukrai-
na, nepazitiem kaiminiem? Tados
briZzos noder katrs ziedojums un pa-
ligs, ézelisi, kuri aiz sevis velk vezu-
mu, béglu gimenes lidz ar vinu pie-
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derumiem un ceribam atrast mieru. Vai lidzigi Ga-
zas gimeném celoja svéta gimene, bégot no launa
despota Héroda?

Bus tie, kuri secinas, ka tas ir legendas, makslinieku
minéjumi par to, ka Marija un Jazeps celoja uz Betle-
mi, vai ka Kristus Bérnu glabjot, Jazeps un Marija
devas uz Egipti. Bet, pat tad lGdzu, kaut bérnu spéja
ticét brinumiem musos piedzimtu un iedvesmotu
gudri pardomat, kade| ta un ne citadak atteélot So
Ziemsvéetku brinumu stastu! Ne ar varu, ne ar speé-

ku, bet ar mieru un pazemiba
pasaulé nak Jeézus, Dievs musu
vida, kurs pats vélak izmeklés
€zela kumelu, kura mugura
iejat Jeruzalemé, pretim ciesa-
nam un navei.
Ezelis nesa Mariju un Jézu tu-
vak Vina piedzims$anai, Kristus
mus nes tuvak un tuvak sa-
vam Tévam — milestiba, kas
panes visu, piedod visu, cies$
visu un spé€j cilvékus parveidot
par varoniem un bérnus par
gudribas neséjiem! Nezinu
autoru, bet ar Siem vardiem
no sirds novelu jums katram

gaisus, miera un milestibas, prieka apmirdzétus Kris-

tus piedzimSanas Svétkus!

Ja brinumam tic, tas piepildds;
Ja brinumu gaidi, tas atnak;
Ja brinuma dalds, tas sagada prieku!
Kristus milestiba lGdzu, lai Dievs davina savu sveti-
bu un ar brinumiem bagatu 2025. gadu!
+ Lauma

ligais brauciens uz ,,mazo pusi”
Hildas Rumpéteris atminas

Pedeja laika es daudz dzivoju bérnibas atminas. Vis-
agrakas atminas man ir no Sakas macitajmajas peléka-
jam kapnem, ka biju tris gadus veca. Es spél€jos ar
kadu meiteni uz kapném pie durvim. Vina mani drus-
ku pagrida un es vélos leja un iekritu pie durvim
augosajos kramos. Tas ir viss, ko atceros, spilgts, 1ss
bridis. Nezinu vai raudaju vai brécu...

Kad biju mazliet paaugsies, més bijam parcélusies no
Sakas, Kurzemeé uz Vecsauli, Zemgale, apméram 10
km no Bauskas. Mans papus daudz stastija par Saku
un par vina pirmo darba vietu Sakas draudze. Ta atra-
das tuvu Baltijas jurai. Vins tik sirsnigi, gleznaini un
dramatiski aprakstija juru un misu maju, kura biju

piedzimusi, ka es |oti iem1]oju So vina stastu. Atkal un
atkal prasiju vinam, lai vin$ So stastu atkarto. Es kopa
ar vinu jusmoju par vilniem un plasiem tdeniem, kur
pat otru malu nevar ieraudzit. So brinumaino stastu
meés nosaucam par manu ,mazo pusi”. Ta ka tik daudz
par to runajam, nolémam, kad tad, kad es izaugsu lie-
la, més abi brauksim ciemos uz Saku. Es papum to bie-
Zi atgadinaju, lai vins par So braucienu neaizmirst.
Pagaja gadi. Planoto celojumu vairs nepiemingjam.
Sakas otrais pasaules kars. Bija jaatstaj Vecsaule. Di-
vos zirgu pajugos klidam uz Kurzemes pusi. Més ar
papu sédejam viena pajiga, mamma ar braliti otra.
Bija daudz laika parrunat dazadu notikumus musu dzi-
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vé. Nonacam ari pie stasta par manu ,,mazo pusi”. Nakosa Latvijas apciemojuma laika biju nemieriga

Likas, ka braucam taja virziena. Papus atceréjas, ka un pat dusmiga uz sevi, ka pietiekoSi necensos nok|ut
Pavilosta, kas ir netalu no Sakas, vinam ir draugi, ar uz Saku. Tas tacu bija plans, kur bérniba kopa ar papu
kuriem vins vel Sad tad sarakstijas. Nolémam braukt  bijam sirsnigi un aizrautigi planojusi uz laiku, kad busu

uz turieni. Es domaju par misu sen atpakal planoto liela, pieaugusi. Tagad biju veca. Tomeér atradu drau-
braucienu uz Saku. Bet noskanojums tagad bija galigi gus, kuriem patika celot. Kada rita no Vidzemes deva-
citadaks. Vai musu plans piepildisies? mies uz Kurzemi. Brauciens bija gars. Soferis tikai
Toreiz pa Kurzemes celiem brauca daudz bég|u. Sati- viens. Liepaja apstajamies paést pusdienas. Man ést
kam draugus no Jelgavas un vél citus pazinas. Kar$ isti nemaz negribéjas. Vélgjos iespéjami atrak sa-

tuvojas nezéligi atri. Gimenes kopa gudroja, planoja,  shiegt gala meérki. Saka nonakusi, mekléjot baznicu,
uz kurieni doties, ja Latvija batu jaatstaj. Vai doties uz Sakam maldities. Cels bija vientuls, kokiem un kra-
Zviedriju vai labak uz Vaciju? Cel$ uz Zviedriju likas miem apaudzis. Maz gadijas sastapt cilvekus, kuriem
nedrogs, dramatisks. paprasit celu. Un ja laiméjas kadu sastapt, tad vini
nezinaja, kur ir baznica. Beidzot kads vecaks virs
mums palidzéja. Atradam baznicu ar kapiem, kam
apkart bija séta un uz tas uzraksts - ,Sakaslejas bazni-
ca”. Pazinu to no fotografijam. Durvis bija kartigi aiz-
slegtas. Tatad cilvéki tur darbojas. Biju satraukta, aiz-
kustinata. Mans papus te kadreiz bija staigajis un dar-
bojies. Vins man par So vietu bija tika daudz un sirsni-
gi stastijis. Nu es tieSam péc ilgiem gadiem Seit bi-
ju,tikai papus vairs nebija. Bet kur ir macitaj maja?
Braukajam pa maziem celiniem, kuri nekur neaizveda.
Beidzot iemaldijamies kada apkopta abeldarza. Jauna
Vacija mums nebija paliekama vieta. Nonacam Ame- sjeviete naca mums preti. Prasiju vinai péc macitaj
rika — nepazistama, neierasta dzivé. Papus stradaja  majas. , Ko jis tur mekléjat, tur neviena nav,” vina
fabrika. Vinam bija ratos japarvieto smagas traktoru  atbildéja. Kas par mulsino3u, dzildomigu jautajumu.
riepas. Svétdienas vins kalpoja neliela latvieSu drau- Ko lai saku? Es mekl&ju maju ar pelékam kapném, no
dzé. 58 gadu vecuma vins aizgaja muziba. kuram bérniba iekritu krimos. Mekl&ju papus sirsni-
Pagaja 30 gadi, kuros visu laiku domas, lig$anas un  go, télaino stastu par vina pirmo darba vietu Sakas
ceribas pieminéjam Latviju. Sad tad ceribas sagrilojas draudzé. Meklé&ju savu ,mazo pusi” ar plaso jaru. Ce-
vai sapéja jautajums: Vai Dzimtene vispar kadreiz klGs ru, ka gluzi ta neatbildéju. Bija jasanemas, jaruna lo-
briva? Tomér notika kaut kas brinumains, neaptve- giski, mierigi, kade| esam Seit ieradusies.
rams, gandriz neticams. Launa vara sabruka un sa- Izradijas, ka S1sieviete bija toreizéja draudzes
drumstalojas. Sakam sarakstities ar radiem, draugiem priek$nieka meita. V&lak vina, tévam aizejot mazib3,
Latvija. Tas reizém likas ka nereals, briniskigs sapnis,  kluva par draudzes prieksnieci. Vina prasmigi un no-
kas varbut driz izdzisis. pietni vadija draudzi. Vina Iidzjatigi sadarbojas ar sie-
Kopa ar savu viru Visvaldi izplanojam un tad ciemo- vietém, kam bija vajadzigs atbalsts, palidziba. Sievie-
jamies Latvija. Sakot ar 1990.gada vasaru pavadijam  tes mazas grupas darija lielus un mazus darbus. Es vél
jaukas nedélas gan Zemgalé, gan Vidzemé, gan maz-  tagad greznojos ar zalu lakatu, ko vinas bija izdekoré-
liet ari Latgalé. Bet kas ar Kurzemi? Valdemarpili dzi-  jusas.
voja mana masica. Vina biezi brauca uz Rigu pie vis- Turpmakos Latvijas braucienos vienmér ar sajismu
iem radiem un tur més satikamies. Reiz tomér apcie-  un prieku apciemojam Saku.
mojam vinu Valdemarpili. Nebiju aizmirsusi savu
»,mazo pusi. Tomer cilvékiem, kuri mas aizveda uz
Valdemarpili, nebija laiks mus aizvest uz Saku. Ce$
viniem bija par talu.

Masu grupa bija mazi bérni, ieskaitot manu braliti.
1944.gada 13. oktobri bija kritusi Riga. Likas, ka Kur-
zemé uzkaveéties ari vairs nebis drosi. Nolémam do-
ties uz Liepaju un talak uz Vaciju. Mans sapnis par
manu “mazo pusi” izgaisa.

SesSus gadus nodzivojam liela baltieSu nometné Gre-
vené, Vacija. Tur saku un beidzu latvieSu gimnaziju.
Mans papus skola macija latinu valodu. Nevaréju sa-
prast kadel mums ta jamacas. Papus ari pats centigi
macijas lidzi ar skolniekiem. Es vina klasés slinkoju.
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Olgerta Stuberovska 100. dzimSanas diena

Pirms daZiem gadiem stradajot Latvijas Saeimas
vélésanu iecirkni Milvokos, manu uzmanibu piesai-
tija kads veléetajs, kurs vispirms pasniedza savu ve-
co, bet briniskigi saglabato, 30-tajos gados izdoto
Latvijas pasi. Tikai péc tam vin$ uzradija jauno un
skaisto Latvijas pasi.

Sis toreizéjais vélétajs

ir Olgerts Stuberov-

skis, kurs sogad

1.novembri atziméja

savu 100 gadu, jeb

gadsimta jubileju. So

jubileju vins svinéja

kopa ar savam tris

meitam un diviem de-

liem, mazbérniem, no

tuvienes un talienes

abraukusiem drau-

giem un tuviniekime, ka ari Milvoku latviesu drau-
dzes parstavjiem.

Lai art jubilars ir visai atturigs stastit par sevi, un
par dzives gajums vesela gadsimta garuma noteikti
bitu visai apjomigs stastijums, tomeér vélos dalities
ar paris vina dzives epizodem, kuras izkristalizéjas
musu sarunas gaita.

Vai Tu varetu
mazliet pastdstit
par to, no kurie-
nes esi un ko in-
teresantu Tu at-
ceries no savas
bérnibas un sko-
las gadiem?

Esmu dzimis Riga,
pazistamaja Var-
nu ielas apkartné
pie Grizinkalna.
Tad kadu bridi
dzivojam Skrun-
da, bet no turienes

Ar mammu un papu pie Kemeru
séravota 1926.gada

gimenes celi aizve-

da uz Zalti netalu

no lecavas. Tétis

bija meZzsaimnieks

un daudz stradaja,

tapéc ar bérnu

audzinasanu galve-

nokart nodarbojas

mamma. Skolas

gaitas man noritéja

Jelgava, kur ari

1943. gada beidzu

Jelgavas Gimnaziju

(Academia Petri- 1934.gada 4.janija ar masam
na). Atceros ticibas

macibas stundas, kuras pasniedza macitajs Silins.
Vinu gan Dievs parragri aizsauca pie sevis. Tad pie
ticibas macibas maciSanas kéras macitajs Osvalds
Gulbis, kurs vélak bija pazistams macitajs Amerika
Long Island, (apglabats Katskilos). Vin$ man ticibas
maciba ielika trijnieku (piecu ballu sistéma)! Tas ma-
su skola gan bija kaut kas nedzirdéts, jo Saja prieks-
meta lielais vairums sanéma pieciniekus. Reiz es sa-
slimu ar Sarlaku un, lai neaplipinatu masas, mani ieli-
ka slimnica. Tur, sédot pie loga, vienu dienu ierau-
dziju, ka pie slimnicas ormani piebrauc macitajs Gul-
bis, talaru mugura, macitaja bereti galva. Saskatija-
mies, bet tad ieraudziju, ka no pirma stava tiesi
apaksa iznes kadu

mirusu cilveku...Es

pa istam nobijos,

bet macitaja pava-

diba So mirusu aiz-

veda prom... Vélak

macitajs Osvalds

Gulbis mani iesvéti-

ja Jelgavas Sv. Tris-

vienibas baznica.

Man pat ir saglaba-

jusies iesvétibu ap-

lieciba.
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Pastasti, ltidzu, par talakajam gaitam arpus Latvi-
jas!

Péc gimnazijas beigSana, devos darba dienesta uz
Vaciju, jo ta bija alternativa iepretim kara gaitam
Volhovas purvos. Joprojam atceros skolas biedrus
Leonidu Knisku un Karli Kramu, kuri diemZzél palika
Volhovas purvos...

Kara beigas musu gimene devas béglu gaitas, vis-
pirms ar laivu parbraucot uz Visbiju Gotlandeé. Es no-
kluvu fran¢u gusta, tad ar Sarkana Krusta palidzibu
atradu gimeni un devos uz Zviedriju. Vienas vasaras
laika iemacijos zviedru valodu, jo stradaju meza ko-
pa ar seSiem zviedriem, un tuvuma nebija nevienam
latviesa. Zviedrija macijos, ieguvu elektroinZeniera
izglttibu un stradaju ,Ericson”. Péc kadiem cetriem
Zviedrija pavaditiem gadiem gimene noléma doties
uz Jaunzélandi. Pirms brauciena latvieSu macitajs no
kanceles aizlidza par mums ka aizbraucéjiem, bet
tétis par tadu publisku pazino$anu bija Joti dusmigs.

Jaunzélandé mus sagaidija saulains laiks un patikams
klimats. Vel Sodien atceros garsigo Jaunzélandes alu,
kurs bez tam bija krietni letaks neka Zviedrijas par-
meérigi dargais alus. Jaunzelandé es iestajos Zobarst-
niecibas skola. Bet lai nopelnitu naudu, paraléli ma-
ctbam stradaju par namdari. Atceros Dunedinas baz-
nicu un macitaju Romanu Reinfeldu, kurs velak bija
latvieSu macitajs Venecuéla.

Apguvis zobarsta profesiju, devos stradat uz Austra-

liju, jo Melburna bija ievérojama latvieSu sabiedriba

un, protams, ari jaunas, precibam piemeérotas meite-
nes. Tur ari galu gala mani atrada mana nakama sie-
va un mes svinigi nosvinéjam kazas.

Velak nole-
mam doties
uz Ameriku.
To laiku atce-
ros visai pre-
cizi, jo,
mums Vel
atrodoties
kugi, pienaca
zina, ka no-

Australija ar sievu latviesu teatra izradé v .
Sauts prezi-

dents Kenedijs. Diemzél Amerika mans zobarsta dip-
loms nederéja, un bija jamacas no jauna. Es uzzina-
ju, ka macibas Kanada bija vairakas reizes létakas un
isakas, tapéc atkartotas macibas izkartoju Kanada.
Péc tam sekoja zobarsta darba un dzives gadi Masa-
Cuseta, vélak Arizona un beidzot, sekojot bérniem,
esmu nonacis Seit, Milvokos.

Vai ir kads noslépums Taviem ilgajiem gadiem un
stiprajai veselibai?

Lielaja jubileja ar bérniem un mazbérniem

Dziveé nekad neesmu smékejis. Ja nu vienigi ieelpojis
dé un Australija bija visai daudz. Dzivojot Amerika
reiz noklausijos video “Sugar the bitter truth” kops
ta laika izvairos no édiena, kam pielikts cukurs
(iznemot Sokolades bumbinas). Pa druskam nesma-
déju labu konjaku, tomér to baudu visai maz.

Kadi ir Tavi hobiji un ko Tev tagad patik darit?

Kadreiz hobijs bija fotografésana, ar ko saku nodar-
boties jau Zviedrija. Patika arT vérot dabu mikrosko-
pa. Tagad patik sedét krésla un klaustties ieteiku-
mus, ka veseligi esot vairak kustéties.

Ar jubilaru sarunajas mac. Janis Ginters

Paldies Janim Plimitim par veco fotogrdafiju atjaunosanu
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Jesus’s Disciple

St. Thomas in India

and West Asia

We are accustomed to hearing and reading, that in
Jesus’s day, travel and communication was centered
on the Mediterranean Sea, the Roman Lake. The
Apostle Paul traveled to, and wrote letters to groups
in the eastern Mediterranean region. Paul also jour-
neyed further west where his life was ended in
Rome. Even in Old Testament times, Jonah, who
spent time in the belly of a whale was on his way
from the eastern Mediterranean to the western
Mediterranean.

In the New Testament, Jesus directed his disciples to
spread the gospel to the far corners of the earth in
the Great Commission. This is found in the Gospel of
Matthew, specifically in Matthew 28:19-20, where
Jesus says:

"Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that |
have commanded you. And behold, | am
with you always, to the end of the age."

Thomas’s name was really Judas Thomas,
no relation to the traitorous Judas. The
name Thomas means twin in Aramaic and
was likely used to distinguish him from
others. He was also called Didymus which
means Twin in Greek.

The Apostle Thomas may be most well

known for being Doubting Thomas. On the

eighth day after the Resurrection, the dis-

ciples met with Jesus and Thomas doubted

that Jesus was impaled by a spear. Jesus asked
Thomas to stick his fingers into the wound created
by the soldier’s spear. St. Thomas did so and was so
overwhelmed that he cried out: “my Lord. My God.

The stories about St. Thomas come from many
sources. Very little about St. Thomas's journeys
comes from the Bible but there are apocryphal and
other accounts, some may be called legends. There
is sufficient quantity to the accounts from different
places to make one believe that there is something
there.

Jesus’s disciple, Thomas, was directed to go to India,
but Thomas didn’t want to go. According to The
Acts of Thomas (not in the Bible), Jesus appeared to
Thomas in a night vision and said: “Fear not, Thom-
as. Go away to India and proclaim the Word. For my
grace shall be with you.” But Thomas still resisted.
Jesus then created circumstances so compelling that

The Incredulity of Saint Thomas, 1603 by Caravaggio

Thomas was forced to accompany an Indian mer-
chant as a slave and go to northeast India where he
found himself in the service of a king called Gondo-
phares. The immediate reports indicated that Thom-
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as made many conversions. At present there is only
a small remnant of believers in Kurdistan according
to “In the Footsteps of St. Thomas” by Serena Fass.
The only place where the Thomas Christians still
have thriving communities is in the south of India in
present day Kerala.

Travelers, mostly traders, did go to the east but this
was not as frequent

and well known as

travel within the

Roman empire.

There were Jewish

and Roman trader

communities in In-

dia and other places

in the East.

The Doctrine of the

Apostles (not in the

Bible and written

about 200 AD),

mentions that St.

Thomas evangelized

India. Specifically, it

states that "India

and all its own coun-

tries, and those bor-

dering on it, even to the farther sea, received the
Apostle's hand of Priesthood from Judas Thomas,
who was Guide and Ruler in the Church which he
built and ministered there".

“Ancient Syriac Documents Relative to the Earliest
Establishment of Christianity in Edessa and the
Neighboring Countries” By William Cureton states
that:

Thomas established seven Christian churches on the
west coast of India. | can tell you about the seven
churches traditionally believed to have been found-
ed by the Apostle Thomas in India. These churches
are located in the state of Kerala and are known as
the Ezharappallikal, which means "Seven and a Half
Churches.

These churches are significant to the St. Thomas

Christians of Kerala, who believe that St. Thomas
arrived in India in 52 AD and established these con-
gregations.

It is thought that these churches were established in
places where there already were communities of
Jewish traders The people who live in these commu-
nities today actually say that Thomas established

Trade routes in the 1st Century AD

Christian churches their communities.

The traditional belief among the St. Thomas Chris-
tians of Kerala is that St. Thomas landed on the Mal-
abar coast in Kodungallur and that he established
seven churches. It is also believed that the Apostle
then travelled to the Coromandel Coast and suffered
martyrdom there. This same belief was found
among the Christians of Socotra by St. Francis Xavier
— that St. Thomas landed on the Malabar Coast. To
have traditions from several places separated by
such long distances to converge, does show that
these are indeed not unreasonable beliefs.

Even before the birth of Christ, there are records of
trade happening between the Greco-Roman world
and present day Kerala. Muziris, roughly identified
as present day Kodungallur, was an ancient harbor
at the Malabar coast which was key to trade be-
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St. Thomas Syro-Malabar Catholic Church, Palayoor: Believed to be one of the seven churches established by St. Thomas the Apos-
tle in 52 AD.

tween South India and Persia, the Middle East,
North Africa, and the (Greek and Roman) Mediterra-
nean region. From the location of unearthed coins
and artifacts it can also be concluded that there was
an inland trade route between this port and the east
coast of India. In short, St. Thomas not only could
have known about this distant land but also had the
means to reach here by making use of the already
existing trade routes. The traditional account that
Jews had started coming to Cranganore
(Kodungallur) for trade from 562 B.C. also makes a
trip by the Apostle very much plausible..

According to: Catholic Café:

A much more detailed description of his journey is
given in an apocryphal literature called Acta
Thomae (The Acts of St. Thomas) for which there

also exists certain historical data that would suggest
that the apocryphal source contains some truth in
them. Harnack, a prominent church historian, has
assigned to it a date before A.D. 220. This work con-
nects with St. Thomas two Eastern Kings, whose
names appear in the Syriac version as Gudnaphar/
Gundaphar, and Mazdai. It is said in it that Thomas
was able to convert the King Gudnaphar, his brother
and many other people. After that, while St. Thomas
was preaching “throughout all India,” he went to
the city of King Mazdai. There, as the result of his
converting Mazdai’s wife Tertia and a noble lady
named Mygdonia, he was condemned to death. He
was slain with spears by four soldiers on a mountain
outside the city. And he was buried in the sepulcher
in which the ancient kings were buried. But subse-
guently, while King Mazdai was still living, the bones
of the Apostle were secretly removed by one of the
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brethren and were taken away to “the West”.

When Vasco da Gamma journeyed to India, his sailors
found that Christians were already there. The Chris-

San Thome Church is said to be the tomb of Saint Thom-
as in Chennai, India.”Y It was built in 1523 by Portu-
guese missionaries. It is a national

shrine, basilica and cathedral. It is an important site for
Christians and a major shrine of Saint Thomas.

tian church there had elements of Hinduism and Bud-
dhism in it. The colonizing Portuguese looked upon
the Thomas Christian church as heretical and burned
the Thomas Christian church documents. Records
from the very early Thomas church were thus lost.

There are accounts of Thomas’s travel to other places
besides Kerala in, India. His origin was in Syria, which
was a center for Christians. There are indications that
he traveled in Mesopotamia (present day Iraq), Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, and other places in India, and
even China.

Thomas was killed in India, but then his remains were
moved to different places in India, Mesopotamia and
finally Ortona, Italy. In all there are six tombs devoted

to St, Thomas

As of the latest data, Christians make up about 2.3%
of India's population, which translates to approxi-
mately 32.2 million people. India Population by Reli-
gion 2024 | Religion in India and its states

According to Serena Fass, the Mar Thomas Christians
of Southern India definitely trace their origins to St.
Thomas. They currently number about two and a half
million in 1500 parishes in the Kerala region and they
use the ancient language, Syriac, as part of their litur-
gy. Syriac is a very close relative of the Aramaic spo-
ken by Jesus and his disciples.

Regarding Lutherans, there are more than 3.5 million
Lutherans in India, with the largest group being the
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church, which has
around 2.5 million members. There are more Luther-
ans in India 4,386,957 than there are in the US,
2,900,000. Lutheranism by region - Wikipedia

St. Thomas Day, December 21, is recognized in many
different Christian denominations, including our
LELBPasaulé. You can see it in ,,Baznicas gada grama-
ta”.

The Latvian Lutheran Church established a mission in
India in the 1930s. The original founders have passed
away. The mission has a web page: About the Mission

- www.IndianLatvianMission.lv . This mission was sup-

ported by LELBP until recently when support was
stopped due to chaotic and suspicious bookkeeping.
LELBP supports aid to India in general, though, and
recently has helped to create wells to supply water to
Indian villages.


https://www.findeasy.in/indian-states-by-religion/
https://www.findeasy.in/indian-states-by-religion/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheranism_by_region
https://www.aimi.lv/en/
https://www.aimi.lv/en/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Thomas_Cathedral_Basilica,_Chennai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chennai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_the_Apostle#cite_note-104
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_shrine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_shrine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral
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The Saint Thomas Christian Cross

The Saint Thomas Christian cross, also known as the Mar Thoma Sleeva
or Persian Cross, holds deep significance for the Thomas Christians in
India. This cross is unique in its design and symbolism.

Symbol of Life: Unlike many other Christian crosses, the Saint Tho-
mas Cross does not depict the crucifixion of Jesus. Instead, it
symbolizes life and resurrection. The absence of Jesus' effigy em-
phasizes the discovery of the empty tomb and the glory of the Re-
surrection.

Floral Edges: The four edges of the cross are floral in shape, repre-
senting fruition and life from the tree of life.

Historical Significance: The cross is a testament to the ancient
Christian heritage in India, tracing back to the evangelism of St.
Thomas the Apostle in the 1st century AD

Ari Sogad piedalijamies Folk Fair, "Metienins" dejoja daudzas reizes un latviesi
tika apbalvoti par labako savas kultras attélojumu.




DRA DRAUDZES VESTIS

Daugavas Vanagu

Zinas

Meés maza cilts, meés bisim lieli tik, cik misu
GRIBA. / Rainis

Daugavas Vanagu organizacija ASV svinés savu 75.
gadu jubileju nakamgad. Vietéja latvieSu sabiedriba
jau biezi noradtts ka Latvijas diasporas organizaci-
jam nepiecieSami jamainas pieméroties pasreize-
jiem pasaules apstakliem turpmakai pastavésanai.
Viss kas dzivs ar laiku mainas - Latvijas trimdas de-
mografija, Latvijas politika, Krievijas draudi un poli-
tika pareja pasaulé. Sigada Daugavas Vanagu dele-
gatu sapulcé noléma precizét organizacijas méerkus
un vadlinijas. Seko iznakumes.

LATVUA

- Patriotisma kopsana,

- Latvijas valsts neatkaribas un drosibas uzturésa-
na,

- Nacionalo vertibu atbalsts ar ziedojumiem bralu
kapu un muzeju izveidei un

uzturésanai Lesteng, Latvijas Okupacijas muzejam,
ka ari Brivibas un citu

pieminek|u restauracijas darbiem Latvija,

- Organizeét valsts svétku un atceres dienu pasaku-
mus vietéjos latvieSu centros,

- Uzturét legionara tiesisko véstures saglabasanu
un atceri pret komunistu un nacistu netaisnibam,

- Apkarot Krievijas dezinformaciju par Latviju un
visparejo propagandu.

APRUPE (LABDARIBA)

Daugavas Vanagu organizacija sniedz palidzibu vai-
rakam iedzivotaju grupam:

- Legionariem un vinu gimeném,

- Kara veteraniem un invalidiem,

- Bérniem bérnu namos,

Daugavas Vanagu

News

We are a small nation, we will be only as great as
our own PASSION. / Rainis

The Daugavas Vanagi organization in the USA will
celebrate its 75 year anniversary next year. Changes
during this long history make it clear that Latvian
diaspora organizations must adjust to changing
times or face irrelevancy and extinction. All the
world is in constant change: the demographic com-
position of the Latvian diaspora, Latvian politics, the
threat from Russia and political changes throughout
the world. During this year’s annual Daugavas Van-
agi convention which was held in Milwaukee, the
delegates conferred to precisely define the current
Daugavas Vanagi goals and guidelines. Their consen-
sus follows.

LATVIA

- Promote Latvian national pride
- Work to ensure Latvia’s independence and security

- Support the maintenance and development of
monuments with national significance in Lestene,
and elsewhere. Continue collaboration and support
of the Museum of the Occupation of Latvia.

- Organize and support events to commemorate
Latvian independence day and other events of na-
tional significance.

- Work to uphold the historical truth and honor of
the Latvian Legionnaires.

- Battle Russian disinformation concerning Latvia
and propaganda in general.

SOCIAL AID

- For legionnaires and their families in Latvia
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- Daudzbérnu gimeném,

- Rigas dzemdibas namam,

- Diasporas tautieSiem vecaki gados, vai ar speci-
alam vajadzibam.

SABIEDRIBA

- Turpinat latvieSu valodas un tradiciju saglaba-
Sanu ar finansialu atbalstu

jaunatnes izglitibai un latviskai audzinasanai. At-
balsts latviesu skolam, vasaras nometném un
ALAs izglitojusiem celo-

jumiem.

- Atbalstit dazadus kul-

tdras pasakumus: teatra

izrades, koncertus,

makslas izstades, tautas

deju uzvedumus, dzies-

mu svétkus,

- Atbalstit dazadus lat-

viesu sporta pasakumus

- Tuvu sadarboties ar

latvieSu draudzeém un

citam LatvieSu organiza-

cijam veicinat

kopéjus mérkus Amerikas latvieSu centros.

Dodamies uz priekSu ar degsmi, ceribu un ticiba
ka Dievs mus sarga!

Milvoku Daugavas Vanagu apvienibas varda, no-
vélu gaisus Kristus dzimSanas svétkus un razigu
jauno gadul!

Vincents Dindzans

Daugavas Vanagu Milvoku apvienibas priekssédis

For war veterans and invalids

For orphanages in Latvia

For large families in Latvia

For the Riga Birthing Center

For elderly Latvians living in the diaspora with special
needs.

COMMUNITY

- Encourage the acquisition of Latvian language and

culture by our youth with financial support of summer
camps, Latvian schools and ALA orga-
nized educational excursions to Latvia.

- Support Latvian cultural events in USA:
musical concerts, drama performances,
song festivals.

- Support local community efforts. For
example, in Milwaukee: folk dance
group— Metienins, Talcinieki Latvijai,
Duriens pie Duriena.

- Close collaboration with other Latvian
diaspora organizations to achieve common goals in
local Latvian communities.

- We press forward with passion, hope and confidence
in God’s providence!

On behalf of the Daugavas Vanagi Milwaukee Chapter,
| wish everyone a blessed, Christ-filled Christmas and a
fruitful New Year!

Vincents Dindzans
Chairman of the Daugavas Vanagi Milwaukee Chapter.

Wisconsin Latvian community phone books for sale. Can be
purchased at the Latvian Lutheran Church, in the fireplace ro-
om, or at the Wisconsin LatvianCredit Union office.
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Duriens pie duriena

Oktobri piektaja gadskartéja Roza Talka sapulcéjas 18 dalibnieces. Stradajam visu dienu un uztai-
sijam 99 sirsnina veida spilvenus! Mara Beldava man palidzéja spilvenus aizvest uz Columbia St
Mary's (CSM) slimnicu Milvokos. Blair McGhee, onkologijas nodalas vaditaja, ar lielu prieku un
lielu pateicibu atkal pienéma $adus spilvenus, lai izdalttu krisu véza pacientém péc operacijas.
Slimnica dalisies ar1 ar CSM slimnicu Ozaukee rajona.

Ar lielu prieku es varu pazinot, ka mlsu grupa aug! Rudent bija vairakas jaunas dalibnieces, kas
izteica interesi macities ka adit. Sandra Bérzina tagad maca pirmos adiSanas dirienus Aijai Burge-
lis un mazmeitai Sidonie, Monikai Veldrei, Marai Beldavai un Norai Stuberovskis Hirth.

Stganas grupa iestajas Rita (V&jina) Jackowski un Dace Berzina! Abas ir jau iesaku$as savu pirmo
bérna sedzinu!! Kad tas bus gatavas - varésim izstadit pie sienas.

Sigrida Staks
Saganas grupas vaditajal
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Stitch by Stitch

In October, 18 volunteers came to the fifth annual Pink Volunteer Day. We worked all day and
made 99 heart shaped pillows. Mara Beldavs helped me deliver the pillows to Columbia St
Mary's (CSM) hospital in Milwaukee. The Nurse Supervisor of the Oncology Department, Blair
McGhee, was very happy and very thankful to again accept these pillows. They will be given to
breast cancer patients after their surgery. The hospital will share the pillows with CSM in Ozau-
kee county.

| am happy to announce that our group is growing! This fall, several people expressed an inter-
est in learning how to knit. Sandra Berzin is now teaching the basic knitting stitches to Aija Burge-
lis and her granddaughter Sidonie, Monika Veldre, Mara Beldavs, and Nora Stuberovskis Hirth.

Two individuals joined the quilting group - Rita (Vejins) Jackowski and Dace Berzins! Both have
already started their first infant quilt!! When they are ready - we will display them on the wall.

Sigrida Staks
Stitch by Stitch Leader
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Tematiskas Bibeles stundas mac. Jana Gintera vadiba notiek:

ereizi ménesi ceturtdienas
ebaznicas lejas telpas
¢1:00 péecpusdiena
eLatviesu valoda.

Tematiskas Bibeles stundas tiek pasniegtas sekojot speciali
izvéletam témam. Témas ir saistitas ar musu kristigam ver-
titbam un var but nemtas no Bibeles vai ari ar Bibeli saisti-
tiem tematiem.

Lidz Sim, macitajs ir stastijis par tictbas modeliem un sim-
boliem, pieméram, par Baznicas lidzibu ar koku ar ta zariem. Bija ari parrunas par Jehovas lieciniekiem
(Jehova’s Witnesses) un par C.S. Lewis domam par cilvéku cieSanam.

Bibeles stundas dalibnieki uzkavéjas sadraudziba pie macitaja pasa sagatavotam, garSigam zupam.

Wonsticfp Services in Englioch

Services in English take place every third Sunday of the month at the regular time, 10:00
AM. For the next three months the dates will be December 15 and 25, January 19, February
16.

Worship services are streamed on-line on the church YouTube channel, click here, and
church Facebook page, click here, or go to page 23 in the printed version to see the full ad-
dresses.

e

Draudzes vestis varat sanemt ari skaista zurnala formata un iespiestas uz labu

papiru. Pazinojiet, ja velaties draudzes vestis sanemt ari Sada formata. Més lab-
prat tas jums nosutisim.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6N7J6vfCHsf6P2k6YKanuA
https://www.facebook.com/milwaukeedraudze/

Decembris — Februaris 2025 21

30taja no-
vembrf lauli- 29.novembri
bas osta ie- tika ,,uzbavéta”
brauca Iréna Ziemsvétku

un Andris egle. Paldies

_ visiem talcinie-
Magurs. Ap-
g. P kiem!

sveicam un
vélam Dieva

svetibas!

Rita lugSana Zoom lietotné, otrdienas un ceturdienas plkst. 9:00 no rita,
Vakara ligSana Zoom lietotné: pirmdienas, tresdienas un piekdienas plkst. 7:00 vakara.
Neformalas sarunas, tikSanas ar viesiem Zoom lietotné sestdienas plkst. 9:00 no rita.

Informacija ka pievienoties Zoom sanaksmém ir atrodama 23. Ipp. Draudzes kontaktu in-
formacija.

Visi svetdienas dievkalpojumi skatami draudzes YouTube kanala un saites tiem
tiek publicétas draudzes FaceBook kanala. Informacija ka pievienoties draudzes
YouTube un Facebook lapam ir atrodama Draudzes kontaktu informacija 23. lpp.

Jauna 2025. gada Baznicas Gada Gramata
Baznicas gada gramatu varat iegadaties pasapkalposanas veida baznica.
Gada gramatas ir atrodamas uz galda baznicas kamina telpa.

)
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CALL US ABOUT OUR RECENT GRADUATE SPECIAL

Real Estate Loans

Term up to APR Pmt/$1000
Short-term Home Equity 60 mo. 4.75% $18.76
Mortgage 180 mo. 6.25% $8.57
Medium-term Home Equity 120 mo. 5.75% $10.98

Does your Recent Grad need a car?

1/ 2% off of car loans for recent graduates.

Auto Loan Term up APR Pmt/$1000
to

New Auto 72 mo. 5.50% $16.34

Late Model Auto (1-3 yr) 72 mo. 5.50% $16.34

Other Auto 48 mo. 6.50% $23.71

Check out all our rates at www.wislat.com

Please note that ALL rates are subject to change without notice. Please check for the latest rates with your Credit Union
Hours: 1 PM - 7 PM Tuesdays and Thursdays
Tel: 414-332-1744

info@wislat.com



http://www.wislat.com
mailto:info@wislat.com
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Draudzes kontaktu informacija

Milvoku Latviesu Ev. Lut. Sv. Trisvienibas Draudze

1853 N. 75th Street, Milwaukee WI| 53213

Latvian Ev. Luth. Holy Trinity Church in Milwaukee

Macitajs — Pastor
Janis Ginters
Tel.: (260) 797-5695

Tel.: (414) 258-8070

Prieksnieks — President
Andrejs Junge
Tel: (414) - 416-6157

Draudzes web-lapa

www.milwaukeedraudze.org

Draudzes facebook

https://www.facebook.com/milwaukeedraudze/

Draudzes youtube

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6N7J6vfCHsf6P2k6YKanuA

Zoom

*Zoom ID un passwoord var tikt mainiti tada
gadijuma, ja kadi “nelligti viesi” saktu
pieslégties, lai traucétu

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/53720456377
pwd=bEtKUmxBQIc1Y1IwTTdxZnMwVVd4UT0920456377
pwd=bEtKUmxBQIc1Y1lwTTdxZnMwVVd4UT09

Meeting ID: 537 204 5637
Password: 244068

Telefona numuri pieejai:

+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Altara zedu pieraktiSanas lapa
Altar flowers sign-up sheet

ALTARA ZIEDU PIERAKSTISANAS/ALTAR FLOWER SIGN UP - Google Sheets

LELBA

LELBA.org

LELBPasaulé

LELBPasaulée.lv

Bible Study, in English, meets every third Sunday of the month (except in Sep-
tember, when we will meet on Sep. 8) immediately after the English church
service and fellowship time. People can come late or leave early as time per-
mits. No question is inappropriate. Join us and see if you like it. Bibles are
available to all during the study time.

NakoSajam Veéstim domatos materialus lidzu atsiitiet draudzes macitajam
Janim Ginteram lidz 2025. gada 15. februarim: janis.ginters@gmail.com



http://www.milwaukeedraudze.org
https://www.facebook.com/milwaukeedraudze/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6N7J6vfCHsf6P2k6YKanuA
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5372045637?pwd=bEtKUmxBQlc1Y1lwTTdxZnMwVVd4UT092045637?pwd=bEtKUmxBQlc1Y1lwTTdxZnMwVVd4UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5372045637?pwd=bEtKUmxBQlc1Y1lwTTdxZnMwVVd4UT092045637?pwd=bEtKUmxBQlc1Y1lwTTdxZnMwVVd4UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5372045637?pwd=bEtKUmxBQlc1Y1lwTTdxZnMwVVd4UT092045637?pwd=bEtKUmxBQlc1Y1lwTTdxZnMwVVd4UT09
http://lelba.org/lv/
https://www.lelbpasaule.lv/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1r5qxiam7gGJTRkKs6L3yW2LC0bL5mc5o6-_hLkSOVzY/edit?gid=0#gid=0
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DIEVKALPOJUMI UN CITI NOTIKUMI
CHURCH AND OTHER EVENTS

L - Latvian language spoken  E - English Language spoken

DECEMBER

Dec. 1. Sun. 10:00 am Pirma Adventa dievkalpojums. Worship service. L

Dec. 5 Thurs. 11:00 am Pensionaru apvienibas saiets . Pensioner Association meeting. LE

Dec. 8 Sun. 10:00 am Otra Adventa dievkalpojums. Worship service. L

Dec. 10 Tue. 7:00 pm Padomes séde. Church Board meeting. L

Dec. 11 Thurs. 6:00 pm Piparkiku cepSana jaunieSiem, apsveikumu sagatavosana. Youth gingerbread baking and
preparation for distribution visits. L E

Dec. 14 Sat. Ziemassvétku eglite / Christmas tree celebration Ziemassvétku tirdzins. Christmas Market. Mielasts un
sadraudziba. Meal and fellowship. LE

Dec. 15 Sun. Tresa Aventa dievkalpojums , seko Bibeles parrunas. Worship service, followed by Bible Study. E

Dec. 15 Sun (after the Service) Jauniesu apsveikumi, apciemojot draudzes loceklus kuri ar saviem spékiem netiek uz
baznicu. Young people visit parishioners who cannot get to church on their own. LE

Dec. 22 Sun. Ceturta Adventa dievkalpojums. Worship service. L

Dec. 24 Tue. 2:00 pm Ziemassvétku vakara dievkalpojums. Christmas Eve Sevice. L

Dec. 24 Tue. 6:00 pm Ziemassvétku vakara dievkalpojums. Christmas Eve Sevice. L

Dec. 25 Wed. 10 am Ziemassvétku rita dievkalpojums. Christmas morning service. E

Dec. 31 Sun. 7:00 pm Dievkalpojums. Worship service. L

JANUARY
Jan. 5 10:00 am Zvaigznes dienas dievkalpojums. Epiphany church service L

Jan. 7 Tue. 7:00 pm Padomes séde. Church Board meeting. L

Jan. 9 Thurs. 1.00 pm Tematiska Bibeles stunda L

Jan 12 Sun. 10.00 am Dievkalpojums. Worship service. L

Jan. 19 Sun. 10:00 am Dievkalpojums, seko zupas pusdienas un vélak Bibeles parrunas. Worship service, followed
by soup lunceon and Bible study. E

Jan. 26 Sun.10:00 am Dievkalpojums. Worship service. L

FEBRUARY

Feb. 2 Sun. 10:00 am Dievkalpojums. Worship service. L

Feb. 4 Tue. 7:00 pm Padomes séde. Church Board meeting. L

Feb. 6 Thurs. 11:00 am Pensionaru apvienibas saiets . Pensioner Association meeting. L

Feb. 9 Sun. 10:00 am Dievkalpojums, seko cili pusdienas. Worship service followed by chili lunch. L Super bowl
Feb. 16 Sun. 10:00 am Dievkalpojums seko Bibeles parrunas. Worship service, followed by Bible Study. E

Feb. 23 Sun. 10:00 am Dievkalpojums. Worship service. Draudzes ikgadéja kopsapulce . L

Feb. 27 Thurs. 1.00 pm Tematiska Bibeles stunda L

MARCH (beginning, the remainder will follow in the next issue)

Mar. 2 10:00 am Dievkalpojums. Worship service. L

Mar. 4 Tue. 7:00 pm Padomes séde. Church Board meeting. L

Mar. 5 Wed. 7.00 pm Pelnu tresdienas dievkalpojums. Ash Wednesday service. L

Mar. 6 Thurs. 11:00 am Pensionaru apvienibas saiets . Pensioner Association meeting. L
Mar. 9 Sun. 10:00 am Dievkalpojums. Worship service. L



